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Mr. Him argues, in opposition to the Spieltrieb theories of art, that 
play never develops of itself into art, and that all immediate or sec- 
ondary emotional manifestations give us no information on artistic 
manifestations. On the other hand, the instinctive tendency to 
express overmastering feeling, to enhance pleasure, to seek relief from 
pain, forms the most deep-seated motive of all human activity. And 
the fundamental hypothesis of the work is to show that the distinctive 
qualities of artistic production are derived from this impulse, by prov- 
ing that art is better able than any other kind of mental function to 
serve and satisfy the requirements which arise from this impulse. Inci- 
dentally the writer does a very important piece of work in showing in 
some detail that interests which find their characteristic or most strik- 
ing expression in art were not originally aesthetic but utility interests. 

To the possible criticism that his book offers no guidance for the 
artist in producing works of art, nor for the student in appreciating 
them, the author claims that his book has simply aimed to give an 
answer to the question, How did art originate ? and it is his opinion 
that the loss would be greater than the gain if theories of and judg- 
ments based on philosophical considerations were allowed to influence 
either the production or the enjoyment of art. 

W. I. Thomas. 



An Essay on Western Civilisation in its Economic Aspects. (" Medi- 
aeval and Modern Times".) By Dr. W. Cunningham. Cam- 
bridge: The University Press ; New York: The Macmillan 
Co., 1900. Pp. 300. 

To the student of sociology Dr. Cunningham is a helpful and 
suggestive writer, and he works in the modern spirit. While his pur- 
pose is to make clear the causes which have cooperated to mold 
industry and commerce into their present forms, he does not go about 
his task in a narrow way, but sets before the reader the manifold con- 
crete facts of the entire range of human motive. 

The moral authority of the church in mediaeval times is shown to 
have made an important contribution to the conditions of social 
peace and security which are essential for the establishment of eco- 
nomic progress. 

The secularization of political and industrial control in the modern 
period, and the increase of moral regulation on a new basis, are ade- 
quately treated. There is compactness of style without sacrifice of 
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interest and necessary illustration. The references to sources and 
authorities are sufficient to start the student on lines of profitable inde- 
pendent inquiry. C. R. Henderson. 

The Early History of English Poor Relief. By E. M. Leonard. 
Cambridge: The University Press, 1900. Pp. 397. 

For American students of the history of philanthropy the English 
poor law must ever remain an object of interest, since our own legis- 
lation has been profoundly affected by that of the mother- country. 
Miss Leonard has restudied the foundations of this legal provision for 
the poor and used the original sources with great care, and has had 
the valuable direction and help of such authorities as Dr. Cunningham 
and Mr. C. S. Loch. 

The main lesson of the story is that England's remarkable freedom 
from violent and bloody revolutions has been largely due to the con- 
tinuous and vigorous policy of poor relief, provision for the impotent 
by pensions or indoor relief, and productive work and industrial train- 
ing for the able-bodied. England is the only country which has had 
such a system, more or less complete, and maintained it without break 
from Reformation times to the present. The book belongs in the 
select list of the most reliable works on the subject. 

C. R. Henderson. 

The Races of Man : An Outline of Anthropology and Ethnography. 
By J. Deniker, Chief Librarian of the Museum of Natural 
History, Paris. Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xxiii 
+ 603. With 176 illustrations and 2 maps. 
This is a volume in the "Contemporary Science" series edited by 
Havelock Ellis, and is a very successful attempt to present the subjects of 
anthropology and ethnology in a single volume. While designed for the 
general public, the author justly anticipates that the work will be con- 
sulted with profit by specialists in ethnology and sociology. A sur- 
prising amount of detail is worked into the book, and the author is as 
safe a guide as one can follow in this field. The bibliographical notes 
are copious, and cover all departments of anthropology, ethnology, 
and folk-psychology, and the illustrations are excellent. A number of 
suggestive chapters are devoted to the sociological characters of the 
natural races. On the whole, Dr. Deniker's work may be compared 
very favorably with that of Mr. Keane in the same field. 

W. I. Thomas. 



